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As a central facility for higher education, research, and collaboration
between industry, academia, government and residents, the Minamata
Environmental Academia was established in April 2016. More than
13, 000 students and researchers from Japan and overseas have visited this
institute so far.

Based on the lessons learned from Minamata disease, we carry out
various projects such as human resource development and information
dissemination to promote our efforts toward the formation of a ‘sustainable
local community’, not only in the Minamata area but also domestically and
overseas. This institute is also used for training of officials from local
governments and the Ministry of the Environment, workshops organized
by international organizations, symposiums and so on.

In 2019, we held a symposium, ‘Sakana-kun Lecture in Minamata’ in
commemoration of the 70th anniversary of Minamata becoming a city.
Also, as a new project, we implemented a Junior and High School
Research Activity Support Project, ‘Science Research Camp’.

As continuing projects, we have conducted ‘Sakura Science Plan
Minamata Training’, where students learn about Japanese science
technology and activities relating to local community revitalization
activities in Minamata, ‘Keio University and ASEAN Universities
Fieldwork Program’ to learn about Minamata’s past and present and to
consider the future of environmentally friendly regional promotion,
‘Ministry of the Environment National Environmental Research and
Training Institute — Minamata Training” for Ministry of the Environment
staff, ‘Junior Science Seminar’ in which university professors and
researchers give lectures to elementary and junior high school students,
‘Open Lectures for Citizens’ which are useful for citizens’ daily lives, and
so on. Furthermore, we have supported the activities of Minamata High
School, which is certified as a Super Global High School by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

We implemented projects in cooperation with U.N. agencies. Organized
by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), ‘Inception
Workshop Project for Promoting Minamata Convention on Mercury by
making the most of Japan’s knowledge and experiences’ was held.
Moreover, organized by the Ministry of the Environment in collaboration
with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO),
“UNIDO Pilot Programme — Business Matching with Minamata’ was held.

We ask for your further support and proactive participation to realize the
goals of the Minamata Environmental Academia.
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Study Tour in Minamata by the Philippines Mercury Experts
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We hosted a “Study Tour in Minamata by the Philippines Mercury Experts’ from April 22nd to 24th, 2019. This program was
implemented in cooperation with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the Institute for Global
Environmental Strategies (IGES). The Philippines is one of the 128 parties to the 2013 ‘Minamata Convention on Mercury’, but
has not yet ratified as of May 2020. UNIDO and the Swiss government have been supporting the Philippines government for the
early ratification of the treaty, and this training was conducted as part of this.

On the first day of the program, the opening session was conducted at the Minamata Environmental Academia, where lectures
were given by an official of the Ministry of the Environment, Japan, and Dr. Minoru Koga, the Director of the Minamata
Environmental Academia. Then, the participants moved to Kagoshima Prefecture and visited the ruins of JNC Corporation Sogi
Power Plant in Isa City, and Kurino Hydro Power Plant in Yusui Town.

On the second day, they visited JINC Minamata Factory, the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum and the National Institute for
Minamata Disease as field work. On the final day of the program in Minamata, a discussion session was held at the Minamata
Environmental Academia.
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We have conducted remote lectures using a teleconference system. Up until now, remote lectures between various parties have
been conducted, such as between Minamata High School and Keio University, Minamata City and Keio University, and Taiwan’s
Nan Jeon University of Science and Technology and Minamata City. Through these remote lectures, we are disseminating the
Minamata region’s knowledge, wisdom and lessons learned far and wide. In the future, we are planning activities such as remote
workshops with overseas universities and local high school students.

2019. 5/21,7/2,10/8, 12/10
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Minamata High School < Keio University.
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A remote lecture between Minamata High School and
Keio University was held at the Minamata Environmental
Academia. In 2019, the theme was ‘Environmental Digital
Art in Minamata’, and remote lectures were conducted
four times, each of which were followed by lively
discussion. We will continue to support the activities of
Minamata High School as a Super Global High School.

Environmental Digital Art:

An inexpensive digital DIY platform that can easily be connected to sensors.
Utilizing this platform, our local environment can be incorporated as digital
information and expressed as art.
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‘Tourism Industry in Minamata City’
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The Business and
Section, Minamata City

Tourism

HIEFE-BAMERS
The Minamata Tourism and
Product Association

T—~/ theme

TKR-FEIDME]
‘Forestry in Minamata City and
Ashikita Town’

% B/ Lecturer

KERTRMKER
The Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Section, Minamata City

A K
Okawa Forestry Co. Ltd.

KEFILHFHEE
The Minamata/Ashikita
Association

Forestry

2019+-11-5 #h0&E/Participants: 10
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‘Food Education in Minamata City’

=% Em/ Lecturer
KEFNENERER
The Health Promotion Section,
Minamata City

2019-11-26 =hi&E/Participants: 11
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‘Agriculture in Minamata City’

% M/ Lecturer

KRR MK ERR
The Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Section, Minamata City

HEFEMIREITEES
The Minamata Japanese Tea
Association
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Minamata Environmental Academia Citizen Open Lectures
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As part of its human resource development project, the
Minamata Environmental Academia regularly holds lectures
that are open to the public in cooperation with universities and
researchers. The objective of the lectures is to discuss useful
themes that are close to citizen’s lives in order to create a
sustainable society. At the lectures, participants don’t only
listen to a lecture - a workshop is held so that those in
attendance are actively participating.

In 2019, we conducted five lectures on the theme of the SDGs,
programming education, U.N. activities, dietary education and
industrial relations. The number of participants added up to
approximately 400 in total.

TGS %HAEDAIC 2019. 8.14

Programming for Everyone!
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Mr. Yasuo Mantani, Group Leader,
Nittetsu Hitachi Systems Engineering. Inc.
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In a course for first and second graders in elementary school, students tried
programming to control LEDs and create a traffic light. In a course for third
grade elementary school students through to junior high school students,
students ran a car-shaped robot by programming. Afterwards, mentors and
parents of the participants discussed Minamata's future programming
education.
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The Secret of Salted Rice Malt
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Dr. Nana Nakashima, Lecturer,

Faculty of Environmental and

Symbiotic Sciences, Prefectural

University of Kumamoto
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Firstly, Dr. Nakashima gave a lecture on ‘salt koji’ (salted rice malt) from a
scientific viewpoint, and participants learned how to select and use salt koji.
After that, they conducted cooking training and tasting. Many of the
participants have used salt koji to cook on a daily basis, so they actively asked
lots of questions about salt koji.
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Learning SDGs
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Dr. Minoru Koga,
Director of the Minamata
Environmental Academia
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Lectures were given about SDGs. During the lecture, there was group
work combining 17 goals and icons, and an explanation of the ‘SDGs
future city’ by an official of the Minamata City Planning Section.
Moreover, the chairman of the Kumamoto Consumer Cooperative
Association introduced the ‘Co-op Kumamoto's SDGS initiatives’.
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Activities of UN Agencies
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Lecturer:
Mr. Hideki Murakami,
Deputy Head, UNIDO Investment and
Technology Promotlon Offlce Tokyo
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Mr. Murakami explained the activities of UN agencies, especially UNIDO
(United Nations Industrial Development Organization), and introduced a job
description of working at the UN. Additionally, he introduced how to learn
English conversation based on his own experiences, and gave advice on
choosing courses for children. Participants listened eagerly during the lecture.
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What We can see from Exporting
Kumamoto Agricultural Products to Hong Kong

B A:

AR EFEBHEMN

ik RERBAK
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Mr. Yoshiaki Bando, Chief Director,
Kumamoto Prefectural Government
Hong Kong Representative Office
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In the lecture, Mr. Bando explained and introduced the characteristics of
Hong Kong, the relationship between Kumamoto, Japan and Hong Kong, and
the export of agricultural products produced in Kumamoto Prefecture. At the
exchange meeting after the lecture, a lively discussion was held regarding
school trips from overseas as well as overseas expansion of Japanese tea and
S0 on.
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Minamata Environmental Academia Junior Science Seminar

2019.8.1 sm/Participants: 70
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We held a ‘Junior Science Seminar’ at the Minamata Environmental Academia on August 1st, 2019. This program has been held
every year during the summer holidays. The aim of this seminar is to teach elementary and junior high school students, who are
responsible for the future of the Environmental Model City Minamata, to think and learn by themselves. In this seminar, university
professors and researchers conducted more specialized science experiments and instruction than are taught at each school. Five
classes were held every year, but the number of applicants exceeded the limit, so two courses were added. At the closing ceremony,
a certificate of completion was given to each student.
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Dr. Shuichi Torii, Kumamoto Univ.
‘Making a thermometer’

SHRE SREFREZELER
LR TERZEFIVI 2 ]
Dr. Masayoshi Iwahara, Prof. Emeritus, Sojo Univ.
‘Checking cleanliness with the light of fireflies’
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Dr. Kenji Shida, Kumamoto Univ.
‘Making a battery and conducting tests’
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Dr. Kenji Yoshino, National Institute for Minamata Disease
‘Monitoring hermit crabs that are choosing a house’
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Dr. Akio Tanaka, Prefectural University of Kumamoto
‘Making a snow crystal and monitoring it
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Dr. Tatsuaki Sakamoto, Prefectural University of Kumamoto
‘Making delicious food using milk’

Agri-Light School
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% Main opinions of the students

+ It was interesting to make a battery from charcoal.

- | realized that food and other things are not clean.

- It was fun to do experiments with other students.

= | want to apply this to school studies or free research activities.

» It was interesting that hermit crabs replace their houses many times.

B 1
¢ ™ —
BRALHT IS/ NFRT ELETEE

MEMZEED>THED |
Mr. Yoshimitsu Sonoyama, Agri-Light Lab. Inc.
‘Measuring plants’

-1 want to make ice cream at home.
-1t was difficult to measure the area of a leaf.
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Keio University and ASEAN Universities Fieldwork Program

2019.8.20~8.23 smz/Participants: 6
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A four-day fieldwork program was held in Minamata City for six international students from Keio University and four
universities of three ASEAN countries (the Republic of Indonesia, Malaysia and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar) from
August 20th to 23rd, 2019. This program has been implemented since 2013 with the aim of learning about the past and present of
Minamata, and in consideration of the future promotion of environmentally friendly communities.

In 2019, an ‘Open Lecture for the Future’, a collaborative effort by Keio University students and Minamata High School students,
was conducted as a workshop with Minamata High School students during the program under the theme of ‘Environmental Digital
Art in Minamata’, which involves expressing natural things surrounding Minamata as digital art. As part of fieldwork within
Minamata City, participants visited the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum, Minamata Disease Archives, Eco-Park Minamata,
Hotto-House, JNC Minamata Factory, and Tanaka Shoten Co., Ltd. (glass bottle reuse/recycle facility) at Minamata Eco-Town.
Moreover, they learned how to preserve rice terraces and forests at Airinkan Kugino Rural Center, and learned about recycling
at Minamata Municipal Environment Clean Center and so on. At the Minamata Environmental Academia, a presentation was held
on what they learned in this program, and participants discussed the future of Minamata on the final day of the program. It again
proved to be an extremely successful, international and fruitful project.
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Open Lecture for the Future
(Collaboration between Minamata High School and Keio University)
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We held an ‘Open Lecture for the Future’ at the Minamata Environmental Academia through a collaboration between Minamata
High School and Keio University. The aim is the development of human resources who will be responsible for the future of
Minamata through cooperation locally as well as over a wider area. Minamata City and Keio University have concluded a
cooperation agreement on regional development since 2016. The remote lectures have also been conducted between Minamata
High School students and Keio University students.
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A summer workshop

2019. 8. 22  zp=/Participants: 31

HHMITE8A 228, KIFERIZELT, KIxER
HEBLEBERBRFE2E RUPASEANEED
BEEAENEFL T, SDGsET—VEL. KIEE
BRENEELETRIETORILT — I DOEGE
ELELI=. BMEIRXVITSRAT7—MEHIEL. 1V
A—y b EIZE (T A MIBBINEEEBICE
CT.SDGsDITDIT—IILDREIZEILTEHIUTT
DI ZRAT7— BT EMETTRSEFEL,

Twenty-five Minamata High School students, two
Keio University students and four international
students from ASEAN countries cooperated and
created ‘Environmental Digital Art’ works on the
theme of the SDGs, which were planned by high
school students, at Minamata High School on August
22nd, 2019. They made beautiful re-glass art, and
illuminated the re-glass art with lamps that changed
the colors of the 17 goals of the SDGs in response to
articles posted on a site set up on the Internet.
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The ‘Open Lecture for the Future’, a collaborative effort by
nine Minamata High School students and nine Keio University
students, was held under the theme of ‘Minamata High School x
Keio University x SDGs x Environmental Digital Art’ for a
summer workshop in 2020 at the Minamata Environmental
Academia on February 2nd, 2020. As part of fieldwork, they
were divided into three groups and walked around the city,
looking for something that applies to ‘city development by
SDGs’ and took pictures with a smartphone camera. The
collected data was posted on the Internet, and the group
discussed and presented on how people might be interested in
expressing art.

T4—IJLRTJ—%  Fieldwork T—ADEFEEE Data posting screen
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Inception Workshop Project for Promoting Minamata Convention on Mercury
by making the most of Japan’s knowledge and experiences
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@ Participating Countries: 12
| Republic of Indonesia,
— | Malaysia,
Republic of Maldives,
Mongolia,
Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal,
Republic of Palau,
Republic of the Philippines,
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
Swiss Confederation,
*=1| Kingdom of Thailand,
o Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Promoting
Minamata
Convention
on Mercury
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Welcome remarks by Toshiharu Takaoka, Mayor of Minamata City Ms. Rossana Silva-Repetto, a keynote speaker Presentation by Minamata High School students
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A three-day program organized by the Ministry of the Environment, Japan and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific entitled ‘Inception Workshop Project for Promoting Minamata Convention on Mercury by
making the most of Japan’s knowledge and experiences’, which invited the participating countries of the Minamata Convention
Promotion Project, was implemented in Minamata from September 2nd to 4th, 2019. The purpose of this project is to promote the
‘Minamata Convention on Mercury’ in the Asia-Pacific region. The international inception workshop, which was held at the Minamata
Environmental Academia, was attended by twenty-eight representatives in charge of participation (including Japan) such as the Kingdom
of Thailand and the Republic of the Philippines.

In the opening session, Ms. Rossana Silva-Repetto, Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury,
gave a commemorative speech. In expert meetings, presentations were given from each organization, and future activity plans were
discussed. Moreover, a workshop with Minamata High School Students was conducted as a special session whereby Minamata High
School students gave a presentation on the activities of the Super Global High School.

As part of a site visit within Minamata City, the participants visited JNC Minamata Factory, the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum,
Eco-Park Minamata and the National Institute for Minamata Disease. They also visited Minamata Eco Town: Act-B Recycling Co., Ltd.
(home appliance recycling facility) and RBS Co., Ltd. (fertilizer manufacturing facility using septic material) on the last day of the
program.
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Commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of Minamata Becoming a City

Minamata Environmental Academia Symposium ‘Sakana-kun Lecture in Minamatas
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The Minamata Environmental Academia holds a symposium once a year for local residents, citizens
of the surrounding area, government staff and so on, with the aim of broadly providing opportunities to
come into contact with leading-edge ‘knowledge’.
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The Minamata Environmental Academia held a symposium ‘Sakana-kun Lecture in Minamata’ in commemoration of the 70th
anniversary of Minamata becoming a city at Moyai-Kan on October 12th, 2019, and 322 people attended the symposium.

In the lecture, based on the concepts presented in the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) advocated by the U.N., Mr. Sakana-
kun, who is an honorary doctorate and guest associate professor of Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, explained
plainly about marine ecology and fish living in the sea of Minamata to participants in a way even children could understand. Sakana-
kun has visited the sea of Minamata many times, and he was involved in the discovery of a new species of seahorse, called
‘Himetatsu’ in the sea of Yunoko. In addition, he conducted a quiz about fish with Mr. Makoto Morishita, the Director of the
Minamata Diving Service SEA HORSE, who is a close friend of Sakana-kun.
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To commemorate the 70th anniversary of

Minamata becoming a city, Sakana-kun donated

hand-drawn illustrations and plush toys to

Minamata City.
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At the entrance, we exhibited eighteen panels to teach about SDGs
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Junior and High School Research Activity Support Project
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We held a ‘Science Research Camp’ at the Minamata
Environmental Academia on October 13th, 2019. This
project was targeted at junior and high school students
who like science and experiments, for the purpose of
taking a step further from ‘experiments’ and trying
‘research’. Participants tried the research under the
guidance of experts on the theme of ‘Let‘s study a
Magical Sugar called Cyclodextrin’. One Minamata
High School student continued research activities with
the support of researchers, and he provided a poster on
the research results.

Furthermore, the ‘Science Castle 2019 Kyushu
Tournament’, which is one of Japan’s largest academic
societies for junior and high school students, was held in
Kumamoto City on December 8th, 2019. One Minamata
High School student who participated in the ‘Science
Research Camp’ at the Minamata Environmental
Academia in October presented the poster of the research
results. At the poster session, he eagerly answered
questions from other participants and discussed research
that they would like to do in the near future with other
students.
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Sakura Science Plan Minamata Training

2019.10.24~10.30 =m#/Participants: 14
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A seven-day program, Minamata City conducted the ‘Sakura Science Plan’ as a project of the Japan Science and Technology
Agency from October 24th to 30th, 2019. The purpose of this project is to make excellent students in Asian countries interested in
Japanese cutting-edge science and technology, and to contribute to the development of science and technology in Asia and Japan.
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In 2019, we invited fourteen participants from the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Republic of
Singapore and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. In addition to advanced lectures by university professors and researchers, we also held
lectures so that participants were able to learn about environmentally friendly efforts by local residents through fieldwork. During this
training, we also conducted an intercultural exchange at Minamata Dai-ni Elementary School and Suito Elementary School, as well as
activities such as a homestay program, and a lunch meeting with local residents and students so that participants were able to experience
Japanese life and culture. On the last day of the training, participants attended lectures at Kyushu University and learned how to evaluate
the sustainability of Minamata City with a ‘New Wealth Index’. We will continue to expand our network with universities and research
institutes both in Japan and in foreign countries, and we will endeavour to implement even more enhanced programs.
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How to make Japanese paper Training on mercury analysis technique
at Minamata Haguregumo Workshop at the National Institute for Minamata Disease
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Ministry of the Environment National Environmental Research
and Training Institute - Minamata Training
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It was decided to transfer a portion of the functions of the National Environmental Research and Training Institute to the Minamata
Environmental Academia following the Japanese Government‘s Basic Policy on Relocation of Government-Related Organizations in
February 2017. The National Environmental Research and Training Institute is a core institute for human resource development as
related to environmental conservation in Japan. They provide training on various environmental conservation programs.

In 2019, Minamata training, entitled ‘A History of Environmental Problems’, was held twice in November. The objective of this
training is the acquisition of knowledge on general environmental problems, as well as learning the reality of pollution through dialogue
with persons and facilities concerned with Minamata disease issues.

R BiniAlE

For Local Government Officials
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Local government officials who engaged in environmental
administration and regional revitalization visited JNC Minamata
Factory, the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum and Minamata
Eco-Town. They learned about environmental administration in
cooperation with local residents from November 19th to 21st, 2019.

Additionally, lectures were given by a staff member of the
Minamata Environmental Academia, Dr. Ryota Shinohara, the
8. Director of the Kumamoto Prefecture Environmental Center, Mr.
Kazuya Matsumoto, a Japanese tea farmer and the owner of
‘Sakurano-en’ and so on, as well as conducting a workshop at the
Minamata Environmental Academia.
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For Ministry of the Environment Officials
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A lecture by Mr. Makoto Maorishita
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Ministry of the Environment officials learned about the lessons of
Minamata disease and the effect of Moyai-Naoshi on the local
community from November 26th to 28th, 2019. They listened to a
story by a ‘Minamata Disease Story Teller’ at the Minamata Disease
Municipal Museum, and visited the National Institute for Minamata
Disease and so on.

At the Environmental Academia, lectures were given by a staff
member of the Minamata Environmental Academia, the Director of
Minamata Diving Service SEA HORSE, Mr. Makoto Morishita, and
so on. Moreover, Minamata City officials also participated in a
workshop on the future of Minamata and regional revitalization on £ .
the last day of the training- ofkghop with Minamata City. o \/\
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Collaborative Activities between Minamata High School

and the Minamata Furniture Association

KRBRETHTIT T, FR2BBEELY ., MIBAMERKICEFZED DGNYEHEEL. KEEROMREIHEXIET DL
B2, MR ELBEFRAIAE A B DKV IC DWW TR SBEEIRELTLET,

The Minamata Environmental Academia has created a cooperative relationship among local companies, Minamata High School
and the Minamata City Government since 2016. We also support research activities by Minamata High School, and provide
opportunities to learn about the sustainable development of local communities such as forest conservation.

RERVFHET—D3vT
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Five students of Minamata High School’s Electrical
Architecture System Building Course conducted a wood
learning workshop to make wooden benches for use in the
Minamata Environmental Academia and other places, with
the cooperation of the Minamata Furniture Association. They
also experienced logging in the forest and a sawmill tour, and
then made ten wooden benches while receiving a lot of
technical guidance from local expert craftspeople.
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We held a ‘Presentation Ceremony of Wooden Benches
made by Minamata High School Students’ at the Minamata
Environmental Academia on February 4th, 2020. At the
ceremony, Five Minamata High School students made
presentations using slides on the process of making
wooden benches and its difficulties. They also explained
that each student made a bench on their own, and that they
made benches carefully while thinking about who would
use them. Afterwards, they received comments from the
Minamata Furniture Association and so on, which provided
a wealth of technical guidance and support as well as
providing wooden materials.

Ten wooden benches using local cedar were used of the
Minamata Environmental Academia, Minamata City
Children’s Center, resident’s associations and so on.
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UNIDO Pilot Programme - Business Matching with Minamata
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A discussion meeting Presentation by Toshiharu Takaoka, Mayor of Minamata City Site visit to a small scale hydro-power plant in Samukawa area
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A four-day program, ‘UNIDO Pilot Programme - Business Matching with Minamata’ was held from February 18th to 21st, 2020. This
program has been implemented and organized by the Ministry of the Environment in collaboration with the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO) Investment and Technology Promotion Office (ITPO) Tokyo since 2018, in cooperation with the
Minamata Environmental Academia, with the aim of promoting Japanese investment in developing countries as well as promoting shifts in
technology. For the second time in 2020, the target countries were selected from only those participating in ‘UNIDO Pilot Programme - Site
Visit Tour to Minamata’ in 2018, and nine members consisted of government officials, private sector officials from the Republic of Indonesia,
and diplomats from the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Japan, were invited.

On the second day, Toshiharu Takaoka, the Mayor of Minamata City, gave a presentation on the industry of Minamata City, entitled
‘Minamata City’s Efforts for Promoting Environmental Business’ at the Minamata Environmental Academia. On the final day, a discussion
meeting was held for the purpose of disseminating information on environment-related businesses and business matching in Minamata City.
Indonesian officials explained environmental technology needs, and explained the system of technology transfer by the Ministry of the
Environment, UNIDO ITPO Tokyo, JETRO (Japan External Trade Organization) Kumamoto and JICA (Japan International Cooperation
Agency) Kyushu. Afterward, there was a lively exchange of opinions between the participants and local business people.

In order to learn about business activities, the delegation participated in site visits of JNC Corporation: Minamata Factory, Hydro Power Plant
and the ruins of Sogi Power Plant. They also visited the National Institute for Minamata Disease and the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum
and so on. Furthermore, they visited Minamata Eco-Town: RBS Co., Ltd. (fertilizer manufacturing facility using septic material), Tanaka
Shoten Co., Ltd. (glass bottle reuse/recycle facility) and WAKU-Work Minamata (used plastic bottle recycling facility). Participants especially
showed interest in hydropower and human waste treatment technology, and are expected to develop this interest in the future.
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Minamata Training from Universities
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We hosted ‘University of Nagasaki - Minamata Training’ from June
22nd to 23rd, 2019. The trainees visited Airinkan Kugino Rural Center
and the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum. Lectures were given by
Dr. Koga, the Director of the Minamata Environmental Academia,
entitled ‘Global Environmental Issues from Minamata’, and Dr.
Shinohara, the Director of the Kumamoto Prefecture Environmental
Center, entitled ‘The Real State of Affairs of Environmental Issues’ at

the Minamata Environmental Academia..
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Kumamoto University
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We accepted ‘Kumamoto University HIGO Program/Minamata
Internship” on August 23rd, 2019. As part of this training at the
Minamata Environmental Academia, lectures were given by Dr. Koga,
the Director of the Minamata Environmental Academia and an official
of the Ministry of the Environment, and a workshop with Minamata
High School was conducted on the theme of ‘Environmental Education’.
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We hosted ‘PUK-Minamata Training’ on September 19th, 2019. For

this training, the trainees visited the Minamata Disease Municipal
Museum. They also visited Minamata Eco-House to learn about
environmentally  friendly housing through traditional Japanese
architecture. Additionally, a staff member of the Minamata
Environmental Academia gave a lecture entitled ‘Initiatives for an
Environmental City’ at the Minamata Environmental Academia.
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University of Tsukuba
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Garbage classification
activity by local residents
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A three-day program, we hosted internship students from Vietnam Japan
University (which has a Master’s program graduate school established by
the Japanese government and Vietnamese government in September 2016)
to the University of Tsukuba from November 12th to 14th, 2019.

As part of fieldwork within Minamata City, the students visited JNC
Minamata Factory and Act-B Recycling Co., Ltd. (home appliance
recycling facility), listened to a story by a ‘Minamata Disease Story Teller’
at the Minamata Disease Municipal Museum, trained in measuring hair
mercury levels at the National Institute for Minamata Disease, participated
in a garbage classification activity by local residents and so on.
Furthermore, they received lectures entitled ‘Environmental Model City
Minamata’ from a staff member of the Minamata Environmental Academia
and ‘The Revitalised Current Condition of the Minamata Sea’ from Mr.
Makoto Morishita, the Director of the Minamata Diving Service SEA
HORSE at the Minamata Environmental Academia, where a review of the
entire program at the end of the training was also conducted.
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Other Activities of the Minamata Environmental Academia
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Philippine Science High School IMiinamata Tiraining
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As part of a fortnight-length fieldwork program of Kumamoto
University, Philippine Science High School Minamata Training was held
in Minamata City on July 6th, 2019. Twenty high school students and
three leading teachers participated. After visiting the Minamata Disease
Municipal Museum and the Kumamoto Prefecture Environmental Center,
a workshop with Minamata High School students was conducted at
Minamata High School. At the Minamata Environmental Academia, Dr.
Koga, the Director of the Minamata Environmental Academia, gave a
lecture entitled ‘Experience of Turning a Polluted City to an

Environmental Model City and Sustainable Local Communities in Japan’.
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‘The 16th Four Cities of Hisatsu Council Workshop — Isa (Kagoshima
Pref.)/1zumi (Kagoshima Pref.)/Akune (Kagoshima Pref.) and Minamata
(Kumamoto Pref.)’ was held at “Yunoko Umi-to-Yuyake’ in Minamata
City on November 19th, 2019. Dr. Koga, the Director of the Minamata
Environment Academia, gave a lecture entitled ‘Introduction of
Sustainable Development Goals SDGs’.
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SDGs Lecture for Elementary School Students
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As part of the autumn excursion event of the Minamata City Children‘s
Center, we had a lecture about SDGs for elementary school students in
Minamata City, attended by twenty-four participants. Dr. Koga, the
Director of the Minamata Environmental Academia, gave a lecture
entitled ‘Do you know the SDGs?’, and they played a game to match 17
SDGs icons. They discussed ‘which of the 17 SDGs is the most important
goal, how to cooperate in achieving that goal, and how to do it’, and
finally each group presented.
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Minamata High School Staff Training
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‘Minamata High School Staff Training’ was held at Minamata High
School on November 27th, 2019. Dr. Koga, the Director of the Minamata
Environmental Academia gave a lecture entitled ‘Outline of the SDGs
and Initiatives of Minamata City’.
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