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Activities of Minamata
Environmental Academia
in 2016
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e Minamata Environmental Academia Opening Ceremony

2016.4.30
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The Minamata Environmental Academia Opening Ceremony was held at the Academia on April 30, 2016. Before
the ceremony began, the participants prayed for all of the victims of the Kumamoto earthquake that occurred
on April 14, 2016.

As a central facility for higher education, research, and collaboration between industry, academia, government
and residents, one of the missions of the Minamata Environmental Academia is to establish connections
between inhabitants of the area and the many people who have worked to support Minamata.

This facility uses cedar wood grown in Kumamoto prefecture in the interior, hinoki wood on the floor, and red
soil from the Ishitobi area in the walls. Minamata Environmental Academia is a facility that can adapt to various
activities based on the needs of the users.

Since the opening, we are accepting many students and researchers from home and abroad who are
reseaching Minamata. We also conduct remote lectures with universities and research institutions, and open
lectures for local residents.
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A dialogue between the Administrator of the US Environmental Protection Agency

and the Director of Minamata Environmental Academia

2016.5.17
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Minoru Koga, the Director of the Minamata Environmental Academia, held a dialogue with Gina McCarthy,
Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency, on May 17, 2016.

Administrator McCarthy announced plans to hold a conference for reseachers from Japan, the United States,
and other Asian countries in Minamata City in the latter half of 2016, in order to investigate how mercury is
released into the atmosphere. She also said, “The reduction of mercury pollution should be considered
throughout all of Asia.”

By making use of the lessons learned from Minamata’s experiences with environmental pollution and efforts to
revitalize the environment, we will promote the Minamata Environmental Academia as a place to learn and to
contribute to the creation of a sustainable society all around the world.
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(Minamata Disease Municipal Museum staff
gave a lecture)

EETZITOBMEHBRZDELE
(Students at Nan Jeon University listened to a
remote lecture)

aRE
(Minamata High School students gave an explanation
through the computer)
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Minamata Environmental Academia Remote Lectures
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A Remote Lecture between the Minamata City government
and Keio University was held at the Minamata Environmental
Academia on May 10, 2016.
The theme of this lecture was “Moyai Naoshi in Minamata”.
(Moyai naoshi is a phrase meaning to re—tie community
bonds.) A staff member of Minamata Disease Municipal
Museum gave a lecture, which was followed by a fruitful
discussion with the students on the other side of the PC.
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A Remote Lecture between the Minamata City government
and Nan Joen University of Science and Technology in
Taiwan was held at the Minamata Environmental Academia
on May 19, 2016.
The theme of this lecture was “Recent Initiatives by
Minamata City”. A staff member of the Minamata
Environmental Academia gave a lecture about the initiatives
undertaken by the environmental personnel in Minamata City
and promotion of the city as a town of first love.
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A Remote Lecture between Minamata High School and Keio
University was held at the Minamata Environmental
Academia on May 31, 2016. Sixty Minamata High School
students participated in this lecture.
The theme of this lecture was “I would like you to know
Minamata”, and discussions were held on what would be
good to have in Minamata and what Minamata’s people can
boast of now. We will continue to support the Super Global
High School initiatives at Minamata High School.
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Collaboration and Agreement Signing Ceremony with Minamata City,

Minamata High School, and National Institute for Minamata Disease
2016.6.29
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Minamata City, Minamata High School, and the National Institute for Minamata Disease (NIMD) signed a collaboration
and cooperation agreement on June 29, 2016 at the Minamata Environmental Academia. The agreement is intended to
support the activities of Minamata High School, which was certified as a Super Global High School by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Minamata City Mayor Hiroshi Nishida, Principal of Minamata High School Shuichi Iwamoto, Director of the National
Institute for Minamata Disease Yasushi Mochizuki, and Chairman of the Minamata City Council Hitoshi Fukuda signed
the agreement at the signing ceremony. Following the signing, Minamata High School students presented the
initiatives they are planning to do in the future.

After the meeting, a press conference was held with Director Koga of the Minamata Environmental Academia, where
he explained his way of thinking regarding future support for Minamata High School. Based on this tripartite
agreement, we will collaborate with NIMD to support the activities of Minamata High School, such as presenting
various research presentations and educating world—class future generations.
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Keio University and ASEAN universities Fieldwork Program
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For five days from August 1 to 5, 2016, a fieldwork program was held in Minamata City for 22 international students
from Keio University and seven universities in six ASEAN countries. This program, which was implemented in 2012, has
been held with the aim of learning about the past and present of Minamata, and thinking about future promotion of
environmentally friendly communities.

This year, on the third and fourth day of the program and as a workshop with Minamata High School students, we set
assignments based on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations. Students
considered and discussed possible solutions to the current situation in Minamata, Japan, and ASEAN countries.

In this field work, students were organized into three groups, and visited the simplified water supply system in the
Kugino district, the rice terraces of Yude district, and other areas of Minamata. Students from Minamata High School,
which is certified as a Super Global High School, guided and explained each area in English. It was a very successful
and fruitful project.
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Mlnamata Environmental Academia Junior Science Seminar
2016.8.10
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Kawahara School: Treasure hunting in mobile phones

(BRRI—IL:RIAILDHTEREFTVY)
Iwahara School: Checking cleanliness with the
light of fireflies
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Torii School: Making fuel from leftover food
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Mori School: Small sea creatures from Minamata Bay
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Tanaka School: Making electricity with the power
of plants
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% Main opinions of the students

It was interesting to make electricity from plants.

*I'm glad to know that garbage is also a resource.
-] want to learn more about elemental symbols.
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The Junior Science Seminar was held at
Minamata Environmental Academia on August 10,
2016. This seminar was held to teach
elementary and junior high school students, who
are responsible for the future of the
environmental capital city Minamata, to think and
learn by themselves.

In this seminar, university professors and
researchers from research institutions conducted
more specialized science experiments and
instruction than are taught at a typical school.
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Minamata Environmental Academia Opening Symposium
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On October 1, 2016, the Minamata Environmental Academia held a symposium celebrating the opening of the
Academia. The theme of the symposium was the sustainability of Minamata based on the Inclusive Wealth Index, a
new index of national affluence. Professor Shunsuke Managi of Kyushu University gave the keynote lecture titled
“Sustainability of Minamata based on the new, comprehensive Inclusive Wealth Index.”
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(Keynote lecture from Professor Managi) (Over 100 people attended the symposium)
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After the keynote lecture, a panel discussion on the theme of “Global Wealth Indices and Environmental Strategies
from Minamata” was held with Professor Kobayashi of Keio University Graduate School as coordinator. Each panelist
shared their opinions of what is necessary for Minamata City to become a sustainable community. In particular, many
people including audience members shared their opinions on issues currently faced by Minamata city, such as the

development of lifestyle diseases, and were able to engage in fulfilling discussion.
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ISR R (Panelists)
IGESFTR #H#FH1T
RELHKRERE #iiEs

A—=TAR—5—
(Cordinator of panel discussion)
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Professor of Keio University, Hikaru Kobayashi %ﬁk?ﬂﬁ SKIME T

President of Institute for Global Environmental Study, Hideyuki Mori
Ministry of Environment, Director—General of Global Environment Bureau
Kamagata Hiroshi

Associate Professor of Keio University, Keisuke Uehara

Professor of Soio University, Toshio Nagamatsu
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2016.10.30~11.1
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% The Sophia University Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies conducted training on
environmental studies in Minamata for three days
between October 30 to November 1, 2016.
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Lecture by Dr. Hachiya from National Institute for Minamata Disease
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Welcome banner Field research at Eco Town (Tanaka Recycling Plant)
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Photograph at the waterfront in Eco Park Studying at Airinkan
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One hundred and two students and professors from 18 countries participated in this program. They listened to a
lecture by Dr. Hachiya of the National Institute for Minamata Disease and participated in various other lectures,
workshops, and field work. The Minamata Environmental Accademia is a facility for researchers and students to
conduct research activities to formulate a sustainable society with consideration for the environment, and we will

continue to assist various universities in training.
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Workshop on the Continuous Atmospheric Mercury Monitoring Network

in the Asia—Pacific Region
2016.11.29~12.1
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A workshop on the construction of an atmospheric mercury monitoring network in Asia and the Pacific,
promoted by the US Environmental Protection Agency and the National Institute for Environmental Studies,
was held at the Minamata Environmental Academia over 3 days between November 29th to December 1st.
This workshop was the first attempt to build a network of experts in the Asia—Pacific region concerned with
automatic and continuous monitoring of atmospheric mercury.
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Dr. Koga, Director of the Minamata Environmental Academia, also attended the conference. Sharing
monitoring technology is necessary to obtain reliable and comparable basic data in the Asia—Pacific region,
and the standardization of atomospheric mercury measurement method was discussed at the conference.
The results of this workshop are to be presented at the 13th International Conference on Mercury to be held

in Rhode Island, USA in July 2017.
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Minamata Environmental Academia Regional Stakeholder Forum
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2016.12.23
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The Minamata Environmental Academia has
established a Regional Stakeholder Forum with the
aim of reflecting the diverse opinions of local
residents on the projects promoted by the
academia. By doing so, we hope to pursue our
projects in cooperation with the citizens and the
local government.
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The Regional Stakeholder Forum members are elected from various groups of local residents, such as citizen
groups, academics, city council members, education officials, administrative officials, and so on.

The role of each menber is to advise and make suggestions on the activities of the Minamata Environmental
Academia and the regional revitalization of this area, to themselves implement activities that utilize the
Academia, to make strong relationships with university students and researchers both in and outside of Japan,
and to disseminate information about the activities of the Academia to local residents.

In order to improve the performance of our activities, we hope that the Regional Stakeholder Forum will be
more active than ever to achieve future results.
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National Environmental Research and Training Institute Minamata Satellite Center

2017.21~23
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5 o ) It was decided to transfer a portion of the

functions of the National Environmental Research
and Training Institute to Minamata following the
Japanese government’s Basic Policy on Relocation
of Government—Related Organizations. The opening
ceremony of the National Environmental Research

and Training Institute Minamata Satellite Center
was held on February 1, 2017.

Unveiling ceremony
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The National Environmental Research and Training Institute is a core institution for human resource
development as related to environmental conservation in Japan. They provides training on various
environmental conservation programs. The first training held by Minamata Satellite Centet was held over three
days and attended by 35 people. The participants used the Minamata Environmental Academia as a base of
operations as they studied the History of Environmental Pollution. The objective of this training was the
acquisition of knowledge on general environmental problems, as well as learning the reality of pollution through
dialogue with persons and facilities concerned withMinamata disease issues. Minamata City personnel also
participated in a workshop on regional revitalization on the last day of the training.
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% Open lecture for the future %
Collaboration between Minamata High School and Keio University

2017.2.5
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We held the 'Open Lecture for the Future’ at
Minamata Environmental Academia through
collaboration between Minamata High School and
Keio University.

The aim was the development of human
resources who will be responsible for the future
of Minamata through cooperation locally as well
as in a wider area.

Minamata City and Keio University have
concluded a cooperation agreement on regional
development.
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The Open Lecture for the Future, a collaborative
effort by Minamata High School and Keio
University was held under the theme of

“Environmental Digital Art.” In recent years, an
inexpensive digital DIY platform that can easily be
connected to sensors has become widespread.
Utilizing this platform, we incorporated our local
environments as digital information and expressed
it as art.
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Memorandum of Understanding between National Taipei University of
Technology and Minamata Environmental Academia
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National Taipei University of Technology is
one of the world’s leading research and
teaching institutions with a history of about
100 years.
In the future, we expect to work together
with researchers and students at National
Taipei University of Technology based on the
MOU conclusion.
We look forward to having their cooperation
with the Sakura Science Plan, an auxiliary
project run by the Japan Science and

Technology Agency, and joint research on
environmental issues.

2017.2.8
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Minamata Gity (Minamata Environmental Academia)
and the National Taipei University of Technology
sighed a Memorandum of Understanding on February
8, 2017 in order to cooperate in the development of
academic exchange in education and research.
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e Nan Joen University of Science and Technology
2017 Cross—Cultural International Conference

2017.2.10
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The director of the Minamata Environmental Academia traveled to Taiwan to participate in the 2017 Cross—
Cultural International Conference, held on February 10, 2017 at Nan Joen University of Science and
Technology. At the conference, Director Koga presented “Outline of Projects at the Minamata
Environmental Accademia.”
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On March 4, 2015, Minamata City and
Nan Joen University of Science and
Technology signed an agreements of
comprehensive cooperation concerning
the promotion of industry, and
educational and cultural development .
Following the conclusion of the
agreement, the Minamata Environmental
Academia has carried out remote
lecture initiatives, and an exchange of
students is expected in the future.
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As part of its human resource development project, the Minamata Environmental Academia regularly holds lectures
open to the public in cooperation with universities and researchers. The objectives of the lectures is to discuss
useful themes that are close to the citizens’ lives in order to create a sustainable society.

(1) BEICBLLWELLA (ZIFA7)—moi-bDEFEZREY)

How to live an Eco—Friendly lifestyle (Review our lifestyle using an Eco—Diary) 201734
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Akio Tanaka, Associate Professor at Kumamoto Prefectural
University, gave a lecture on the theme of “Eco—Friendly
Lifestyles on March 4, 2017. In the lecture, he gave explanations
about the current levels of CO2 emissions in Minamata City
based on the data of the Eco Diary, as well as energy saving
activities, the current overuse of resources around the world, and
so on. In the subsequent questions and answer session, he
answered questions on efficient energy saving methods and using
public statistics to know CO2 emissions levels. We enjoyed a
lively discussion and a very wonderful lecture.

Pre— emptlve Measures to Prevent Llfestyle Dlseases 201 7.3.11
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On March 11, 2017, Professor Seiya Shimoda of Kumamoto
Prefectural University gave a lecture titled “Pre—emptive

\ Measures to Prevent Lifestyle Diseases,” focusing specifically on
il : diabetes, a lifestyle disease that is closely related to diet. Thanks
ur . | to Professor Shimoda's use of humor and celebrity examples, the

: [ lecture was easy to understand and promoted active discussions
in the subsequent question and answer session. It was a very
fulfilling lecture. As Problems related to lifestyle diseases are
being reported in Minamata City, we would like to continue holding
lectures on health issues in order to create a sustainable

community.
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